
CHAPTER X.

First Packs of Goods sent up by the Board to the Cherokee Towns

—

Col. James Moore and Charite Hayge, the Great Conjurer of Tu-

galoo—They agree upon a Commercial Treaty—A Trading Post

and Fort to be erected at the Congarees—John Sharp and Sam.

Muckleroy—Incursions of the Yamassees from Florida, &c.

No direct mention is made in the State records of

a traffic with the Cherokees, previous to the assump-

tion of the management of the peUry trade by the

pnbUc authorities of the province in 1716. In that

year it is stated that goods had been sent up by order

of the Assembly for their use. This was done in

compliance with a sort of commercial treaty, formed

at this period, with the Cherokees through the diplo-

macy, on the one side, of Col. James Moore, and of

Charite Hayge, a distinguished conjurer and friend

of the English, on the other. It was stipulated that

there should be a regular exchange of goods and

peltries between Charleston and the Nation. The
goods were to be transported from the former place

by water or by pack-horse trains as far as Savannah

Town,* where the Indians had promised to bring

* Savannah Town or Fort iMoore. It stood a short distance below

the present site of Hamburg.
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their peltries and furs, and thence convey the goods

back to their settlennents.

It was also agreed that a trading house and fort

should be built the approaching fall, at a place known

as the Congarees, the Conjurer promising to repair

thither, at that time, with eighty warriors—one half of

whom were to assist in cutting logs for the fort, and

the other to carry the goods, expected to be brought

up by the English that far, the remainder of the dis-

tance to the Cherokee towns.

According to the present value of the pound ster-

ling in our currency, ten thousand dollars' worth of

goods were sent up to Savannah Town as soon after

the conclusion of this treaty as pack-liorses could be

procured to convey them ; and it is perhaps worth

relating, that a pair of white horses, kept by Robert

Daniel, the then presiding Governor, for his carriage,

were among those that formed the first great pack-

train that went up from Charleston, under provincial

authority, to a Cherokee trading post. They had

strayed away from their stalls in town, and having

been taken up in the country by those who were

out in search on the common range for horses to be

used in the pack-train, were pressed into that ser-

vice, the Governor being indemnified from the public

funds.

The first chief agent who is mentioned as having

been placed by the commissioners over the factory at

Savannah Town, was Capt. Theopholus Hastings,

assisted by John Sharp and Sam Muckleroy. Has-

tings appears to have been a competent and relia-
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ble officer, enjoying the fuU.confidenee of the Board.

At a later period, in some important emergency re-

lating to the Chiekasaws, he was sent to reside among
that people. Previous to this change, however, he

had presided for some time over the Cherokee trade

at the town of Tugaloo.

Major Wm. Blackeney succeeded him at Savan-

nah Town with the assistance of Capt. Charlesworth

Glover,

The colony was suffering greatly at this juncture

from the terrible effects of the general Indian war,

that had broken out the year before. It continued

to be harrassed by vengeful attacks of the Yamas-
sees, who, though driven into Florida from their

ancient seats in Carolina, frequently came up in

stealthy scalping parties, and fell upon the defence-

less families living on the outskirts of the settle-

ments. Pressed by these dangers, the public author-

ities had erected on the frontiers two small forts, and

besides their garrisons, kept in the same region of

country a body of mounted rangers. Capt. James

Moore, it appears, commanded these, and was dis-

charging the duties of that position when he ne-

gotiated the treaty of commerce and amity with

Charite Hayge.

Of the forts thus bnilt, one was placed in Apala-

chia, the present territory of Georgia, and the other

at Savannah Town, about a mile below the modern

town of Hamburg in Edgefield, destined to become

a great centre of trade with the Cherokees, who were

now at peace with the English. It received the name
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of Fort Moore, in honor pf James Moore, the father

of the Colonel of Rangers, who, a short time before,

had been governor of the province; and in the latter

part of his term had led a triumphant foray against

the Apalachian Indians. Col. James Moore, the son,

became, afterwards, no less distinguished than his

father, by finishing the work begun by Col. Barnwell

against the Tuscaroras and other Indians of North

Carolina, whom he completely subdued.

Though Fort Moore,and the one beyond the Savan-

nah, were built in 1716, that at the Congarees, con-

trary to the agreement with Charite Hayge, was not

erected till two years later. The reason assigned by

the Board for deferring the work was, that the trad-

ing house and garrison at Savannah Town were suf-

ficentfor the trade until the Cherokees had concluded

the war they were at that time waging with a branch

of the Muscogees.

Hewit remarks of this fort that with the others it was

erected for the special purpose of defence and against

the same dangers. If the records must be credited,

however, it would appear that the Cherokees them-

selves requested that it should be built in view of

their increasing traffic with the EngHsh ; and it was

in compliance with that request, and the enlarged

demands of the trade, that in the summer of 17 IS

a body of men was sent up from Charleston to be

employed in its construction.

In August of that year, Capt. Charles Russell, who,

at the recommendation of the Board, had been ap-

pointed by the governor the first commandant of the
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fort, was ordered to proceed to the country, and there

enhst the men who were to constitute its garrison as

soon as it should be completed. Among those who
were thus enlisted for this service, were Ralph Day-

ton, John Evans, and Edward Darlsley, the first

soldiers who ever did duty in the old fort at the

Congarees.

We have before us an extract from the instructions

given by the Board to one Dauge, an assistant agent

among the Cherokees, in relation to the public work

at Congarees :

"You are to proceed at once to the Cherokee Na-

tion, and, on your arrival, inform the Conjurer and

other head-men that, in a month or six weeks, we
shall have a settlement at the Congarees, to which

place they may resort, and procure whatever goods

they may need; that we would have built the fort

earlier than this, if some of our people had not run

away with the boat which had been prepared to

carry up the men and implements necessary for its

construction. Inform the Conjurer also, that we ex-

pect him to hasten down in order to meet at the

Congarees with a supply of provisions, the train of

pack horses, which is now on its way with the men
and tools to be employed on the fort, and with a

quantity of ammunition for the Cherokees."

In the fall of the previous year, 1717, the Board

had said to a trader just setting off for the Nation:

<' Acquaint Charite Hayge that our new Governor

Johnson has arrived, and we will speedily fix a gar-

rison and factory at the Congarees, whence the
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Cherokees may be supplied with arms and ammimi-
tion.*

Samuel Kinsman was the head carpenter, who ex-

ecuted the work, and was paid nine pounds per

month for his services. As this fortress was designed

simply as a safeguard for the goods and other pro-

perty belonging to the trade, accumulated here, it

was of no more formidable construction than a com-

mon stockade inclosure.

The name was derived from the Congaree Indians,

in whose settlement it had been built. It stood on

or near the site occupied, in after-years, by old Kort

St. John's, a short distance above the mouth of Con-

garee Creek, near the present City of Columbia. Here

was once the great centre of trade for the Catawbas,

and Middle and Lower Cherokees. The Over-hills

traded chiefly at Savannah Town.
Lawson visited this spot in his explorations in

Carolina, long before it became of any importance to

the English, and while yet in the possession of its

native population. His description of the surround-

ing country will be readily recognized as a truthful

picture by all who have once seen its modern aspect.

" The next morning Santee Jack told us we should

reach the Indian (Congarees) settlement betimes that

day. About noon we passed by several fair savan-

nas, very rich and dry, seeing great copses of many
acres that bore nothing but bushes about the bigness

of box trees, which, in their season, afford great

* State Journals in Secretary of State Office.
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quantities of small black-berries, very pleasant fruit,

and much like to our blue huckleberries that grow
on heaths in England. Hard-by the savannas we
found the town, where we halted. There was not

above one man left with the women, the rest being

gone a hunting, for a feast. The women were very

busily engaged in gaming. The names or grounds

of it I could not learn, though I looked on above two

hours. They kept count with a heap of Indian

grains.

"When the play was ended the king's wife invited

us into her cabin. The Indian kings always enter-

tain travelers, either English or Indian, taking it as a

great affront if they pass by their cabins. The town

consists of not above a dozen houses—they haying

other straggling plantations up and down the coun-

try, and are seated upon a small branch of Santee

River. Their place hath curious, dry marshes, and

savannas adjoining to it, and would prove an exceed-

ing fine range for cattle and hogs, if the English

were seated thereon.

" These Indians are a small people, having lost

much of their former numbers by intestine broils;

but most by the small-pox. We found here good

store of chinkapin-nuts, which they gather in winter,

great quantiiies of, drying them, and keeping them

in great baskets. Likewise hickerie-nuts, which they

beat betwixt too great stones, then sift to thicken

their venison broth therewith; the small shells pre-

cipitating to the bottom of the pot whilst the kernels,

in form of flour, mixes with the liquor.
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'' The Congarees are kind and affable to the English
;

the qneen being very kind—giving ns what varieties

her cabin afforded—loblolly made with Indian corn

and dryed peaches. These Congarees have abun-

dance of storks and cranes in their savannas. They

take them before they can fly, and breed them as

lame as dung-hill fowls. They had a tame crane at

one of their cabins that was scarce less than six foot

in height, his head being round with a shining

crimson hue, which they all have.

" These are a very comely sort of Indians, there be-

ing a strange difference in the proportion and beauty

of these heathen. The women here being as hand-

some as most I have met withal, being several five-

fingered brunettos amongst them. These lasses

stick not upon hand long, for they marry when very

young, as at twelve or fourteen years of age.

" We saw at the king's cabin the strangest spectacle

of antiquity I ever knew— it being an old Indian

squaw, that, had I been to have guessed her age by

her aspect, old Parr's head, the Welch Methusalem,

was a face in swadling clouts to hers. Her skin

hung in reaves like a bag of tripe; by a fair compu-

tation, one might have justly thought it would have

contained three such carcasses as hers then was.

From what I could gather she was considerably

above one hundred years old, yet she snioked to-

bacco, and eat her victuals, to all appearances, as

heartily as one of eighteen. At night we were laid

in the king's cabin, where the queen and the old

squaw pigged in with us.



ANCIENT TERRITORY OF THE CHEROKEES. 249

" In the morning we rose before clay, having hired

a guide the over night to conduct us on our way.

The queen got us a good breakfast before we left

her ; she had a young child which was much afflicted

with the colic, for which she infused a root in

water, held in a gourd; this she took m her mouth,

and spurted it into the mouth of the infant, which

gave it ease. After we had eaten, we set out for the

Wateree Indians."

Savannah Town received its name in the same

manner as the Congarees, from the Sawannos or

Savannah Indians, who once lived on the banks of

the Savannah, and who, Adair tells us, were driven

thence by the mismanagement of Carolina officials.

It is certain, that, in the days of Gov. Glen, as we

shall presently see, they became exceedingly trou-

blesome to the northern settlements of the colony,

from their new seats on the Ohio.

The ancient site of Fort Moore can now be scarcely

traced, even by the most diligent antiquary. An old

writer, who probably visited the spot at the com-

mencement of the present century, thus describes it:

" A little below Hamburg, Edgefield District, is the

bluff on which formerly stood Fort Moore, so cele-

brated in the early history of this State. The site is

precipitous, perhaps ninety or a hundred feet high.

In the early settlement of the province, a frontier

garrison was kept at this place, to protect its inhabi-

tants against the Muscogee, or Creek Nation, and

other Indians.

On one occasion, previous to the emigration of the
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Savannahs, but after the erection of t[ie fort, there was

exhibited here, by a famous Muscogee warrior, a

feat of cool, daring intrepidity, the relation of which

will serve to impress upon the memories of our

youthful readers, the history of this once interesting

spot. This warrior had been taken prisoner by tiie

Savannah Indians, and having beeij bastinadoed in

the usual manner, he was condemned to be burnt.

They bound him to a stake, where he nnderwent a

great deal of torture without showing the least con-

cern ; his countenance and behavior were, as if he

suffered nothing from the glowing hot irons applied

by his enraged enemies to his naked body. He told

them, in a manly voice, that he was a very noted

warrior, and had acquired most of his martial hon-

ors at the expense of their people; and that now, in

the act of dying, he was anxious to show them that

he was still as much their superior as when he led

against them his gallant war parties. That although

he had fallen into their hands, by forfeiting the pro-

tection of the Divine Power through some impurity

or other, when carrying tlie holy ark of war against

his devoted enemies, yet lie still had virtue enough

remaining to enable him to punish himself more

exquisitely than all their despicable ignorant crowd

could possibly do, if they would but give him liberty

by untying him. and hand him one of the red-liot

gun barrels from the fire.

The proposal and manner of addr(>ss appeared so

exceedingly bold and unusual, that his request was

granted. Whereupon, seizing suddenly one end of
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the red barrel, and brandishing it from side to side,

he forced his way through the armed and aston-

ished multitude, leaped down a prodigiously steep

and high bank, into a branch of the river, dived

through it, ran over a small island, and crossed the

other branch, amidst a shower of bullets from the

commanding ground, where Fort Moore, or New
Windsor garrison, stood. And though numbers of

his indignant enemies were in close pursuit of him,

he took shelter in a bramble swamp, and in that

naked, mangled condition, reached his own country

without further injury.*

At this period, Savannah Town and the Conga-

rees often presented scenes more boisterous and busy

than many a commercial town of the present, with

far more pretension in situation and trade. On their

outskirts are encamped numerous caravans of pack-

trains, with their roistering drivers, who are mostly

mischievous boys. The smoke from a hundred

camp-fires" curl above the thick tops of the trees,

and the woods resound with the neighing of horses,

and the barking and howling of hungry Indian dogs.

A large supply of goods has arrived from Charleston,

and every pack-saddle came down from the Nation

loaded with skins and furs, and these being now dis-

played to the best advantage, the work of barter

begins.

In the open air and in the trading-house are con-

gregated a motley assembly of pack- horsemen, tra-

* Mills' Statistics.
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ders, hunters, squaws, children, soldiers, and stately

Indiar; warriors—some silent and grave, seemingly

uninterested in the scene ; but the greater number

loudly huxtering, and obstinately contending over

their respective commodities in trade, in many bar-

barous tongues.

The hunters from distant wilds want a supply of

powder and ball, each squaw fancies some bright-

colored fabric for a new petticoat or dress, while the

warriors and old men eagerly demand guns, ammu-
nition and blankets.

The clamor begins, however, presently to subside,

and at length the last bargain has been struck, and '

the goods and peltries have alike changed hands.

The packs are once more made up ; the goods for the

Indian towns, and the skins for the market on the

seaboard, and everything is again ready for the trail.

The boys crack their whips, and with shouts and

halloos that make the forests ring, the trains enter

tlie narrow paths, and are soon far on their way, leav-
,

ing the garrisons and agents of the posts to the dull
I

monotony of the wilderness till their next visit.

The duties of the agents at tliese posts were simply,

yet highly responsible. They .were to take charge of i

all goods, wares and merchandise, sent up by the I

Board, and barter the same to the Indians in amity

with the English, receiving in exchange skins, furs,

leather, slaves, and whatever else of a marketable

value they might offer.

No hostile Indians were to be supplied with

arms and ammunition, and none connected with the
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trade were to be credited, even with the value of a

single skin. This excellent rule was, however, never

properly enforced; it soon fell into disuse, and many

evil consequences, both to the whites and Indians,

was the result. The principle of the cash system is

sound and just for all parties, and should be observ-

ed under every condition in which commerce offers

her commodities to the necessities and wants of

mankind.

The Board caused to be prepared in Charleston a

special brand, with which the skins and slaves of

the Cherokee traffic were all to be marked at the

trading posts; a similar one had also been sent up

to be used in the Catawba trade. The brand of the

former was „ cut in iron, which impression was to

be burned into the skin of the slave by a heat

sufficient fc5r the purpose. This practice, it must

be related, however, to the credit of the Board, was

discontinued as far as slaves were concerned be-

fore the end of 1716. Instead of the brand of iron,

the Board enjoined the use of gunpowder and oil,

which was pricked into the skin of the slave, in the

same manner as the Indians frequently tattooed

themselves.

As late, however, as the summer of that year, we

find it recorded, thatone.Iohn Ballantine, a merchant

of Charleston, was paid, by order of the Board, a

pound and ten shillings lor three iron brand marks,

to be sent up for the use of the factors in marking

the public skins and slaves.

To what part of the body these brands were ap-
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plied we are not precisely informed. The Spaniards,

who enjoy the honor of having first used this instru-

ment in America, branded their Indian slaves upon

the back of the shoulder, where the mark would be

conspicuous, and not easily obliterated by the slave

himself.

The following record was made February 1717:

the public store-keeper, in Charleston, in the employ-

ment of the Board, informs them that he had bought

six slaves from neighboring Indians. It is ordered

that the slaves be sold next day at auction, with the

condition that they be exported within a month.

Further on it is again stated, that these captives had

been accordingly sold, and singly, except a woman
\v\}<i had been put up with her child. Five others

^ ere sold in the same month in like manner, and

brought one hundred and twenty-two pounds and

five shillings the entire gang.

The traders and agents were prohibited from pur-

chasing any male slave older than fourteen years; in

a short time, this restriction was extended to thirty

years, so much had the business of the traltic in-

creased. No agent was allowed to trade on his own
account, not even to receive a present iVom the In-

dians, except in behalf of the public.

The following were the rales of barter agreed upon

by Col. Moore and the Conjurer: A gun was to be

equal in value to thirty-five skins ; one yard of

strouds cloth to ciu'ht skins; a white duliil blanket

to sixteen skins; a IiuIcIk^i to tlii(>e; a narrow hoe

to three; a broad hoe to five; thirty bullets to one;



ANCIENT TERRITORY OF THE CHEROKEES. 255

a pair of scissors to one ; a knife and string of beads

to one each; twelve flints to one; a laced broad-

cloth coat to thirty ; an axe to five ; a pistol to twenty

;

a sword to ten ; a shirt to five ; a piece of steel to

one ; a calico petticoat to fourteen ; and a red girdle

to two.

The first adventure, in trade, made by the Board

with the Cherokees was in March of 1716, and by

the following November, so greatly had the traffic

enlarged that Hastings requested of them to be allow-

ed the services of five assistants instead of two. A
laced hat brought readily, at Savannah Town, eight

buck-skins ; a calico petticoat twelve ; and so great

was the demand for salt, gunpowder, tea-kettles and

looking-glasses, that the Commissioners fixed ncr^rice

upon them, leaving the traders to exact as muc. as

the savages were willing to pay for such things.

It was, no doubt, the abuse of this privilege that

led the Indians at this time to complain to the Board

of the high rates of barter agreed upon by Colonel

Moore and the Conjurer.

Of the five assistants granted at the request of

Hastings, one was placed at the town of Terrequa,

one at Quanassee, one at Chote, one at Tngaloo, and

one at a town towards the north.

The following articles, among others, were soon

after sent up by the Board to Hastings, to be used at

the branch of his agency situated in the town of

Tugaloo: a lot of brands, bolts, locks and shackles.

The traffic in rum was so exceedingly profitable

that the Board found it impossible to restrain it with-
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ill proper bounds; but hoping, at least, to mitigate

its terrible effects upon the misguided Indians, it

was permitted the unscrupulous white men who en-

gaged in it, to make a legal admixture of one-third

water and two of rum. The Indians, who were not

wanting in penetration, nor in taste, when strong

drinlc was in question, soon sent up the complaint,

that tlieir rum was so nearly water as to be unfit for

use. The traders had taken advantage of the amia-

ble concession of the Board, and reversed the stand-

ard mixture to tivo-thirds water and one of rum.

Moved by theso complaints, and the deplorable

inroads made by intemperance upon the Indian

population. Governor Daniel, in a council of all the

kings and head-men of the tribes in amity with

Carolina, stipulated, at the request of the chiefs

themselves, that no more rum should be carried up

to their country; and further decreed a heavy pen-

alty for the violation of this article of the treaty at

that time solemnly ratified.*

He had just as well have treated, however, for the

cessation of the daily motion of the earth; neither

the traders nor the Indians observed it a moment
longer than the delay necessarily incurred in con-

veying up a fresh supply of strong drink. The
young men of the several tribes soon after took occa-

sion to declare, in a body, their utter disgust at this

article of the treaty, and threatened death to every

head-man concerned in making it, if it was not set

* Lawson's Carolina, page 203.
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aside, so that they might buy rum freely when they

went to the houses of the English.

Lawson tells us, that the Indians themselves en-

gaged in the business of bringing up and selling rum
to their people; as much, at least, as remained over

and above what they appropriated to their own use

on the trail between Charleston and their Nation;

for the same narrator adds: "Sometimes they can-

not forbear breaking their cargo, but sit down in the

woods and drink it all up, and then halloo and shout

like so many Bedlamites. I accidentally once met

with one of these drunken crews, and was amazed

to see a parcel of drunken savages so far from any

Englishman's house ; but the Indians I had in com-

pany informed me, that they were merchants, and

had drunk all their stock, as is very couimon for

them to do.

"But wlien they happen to carry it safe—which

is seldom, witiiout drinking some part of it and fill-

ing it up wit!) water—and come to an Indian town;

those that buy rum of them have so many tnouth-

fuls for a buck-skin—they never using any other

measure—and, for this purpose, the buyer always

makes choice of his man, which is one that has the

greatest mouth, whom he brings to the market with

a bowl to put the liquor in. The seller looks nar-

rowly to the man's mouth that measures it, and if he

ha[)pens to swallow any down, either through wil-

fuliipss or otherwise, the merchant, or some of his

party, does not scruple to knock the fellow down,

exclaiming against liim for false measure. There-

22
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upon the buyer finds another mouth-piece, so that

this trading is very agreeable to the spectators, to st e

snch a deal of quarreling and controversy as often

happens about it, and is very diverting."

The rates of barter agreed upon could not, in the

nature of the case, be long permanent; wild animals,

after a while, grew scarcer and more difficult to en-

trap; the hunting range became much more exten-

sive, and the business of pursuing them to their

haunts a toilsome labor. The Indians soon began,

therefore, to complain to the authorities that, with

tlie greatest efforts and the most assiduous industry,

they were unable to procure skins and furs in suffi-

cient quantities to purchase for themselves, at the

existing rates, the necessaries of life.

As may be now well conjectured, however, the

greatest obstacle to the prosperity of the peltry trade,

at this period, was not so much the scarcity ot"2:anie,

nor the increasing toil of taking it, as the rapid and

marked degeneracy of the Indians themselves in

native energy and manliness. The abuse of strong

drink, to which they appear to have had an irresis-

tible constitutional tendency, and which, we have

seen, their agents and traders, with few exceptions,

encouraged without stint, made sad lunoc of their

primitive strength and vigor. And no sooner did

they see that the chiof nianasement of their trade

had passed into the hands of the ]iiil)lic authorities

from those of the old traders, wIki used to traliic

with them on their own account, and under circum-

stances altogether favorable to the independence and
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integrity of the Indian character, than they shrewd-

ly conjectured, at a glance, the true cause of the

change—not so much the importance of the peltry

traffic as their own importance—a numerous" war-

like people on the mountain horder of a growing

civilized community, and from that moment like,

all proteges and parasites of public patronage, re-

laxed their ancient manliness, and in all exigencies

ceased to look so much to their own strength as

to that of their great father in England and his white

children of Carolina.

The visits of their head-men to Charleston became

more and more frequent; their palavers or talks with

the governors longer, and more insolent, and their

demands for presents unceasing and annoying. So

urgent indeed, oftentimes were their real wants, that

notwithstanding the chief difficulty lay in their own
indolence, they become objects, rather of our com-

misseration than contempt.

In order to maintain the trade at all, now that the

Indians had been taught to look to it for the supply

of all their wants, it was absolutely necessary for the

Board, having already, under frequent complaints,

greatly lowered the rates of traffic, to fix a point be-

low which they must not go ; and even to withhold

goods, if the Indians were not prepared to comply

with it. Better, by far, for them, however, both

morally and physically, if they had never seen a

white man—had never been made acquainted with

the subtle arts of his civilized intercourse and com-

merce, nor learned to admire the bright colors of his
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fabrics and painted baubles; but have retained their

old beloved manners and simplicity, though decked

only in the skins of wild beasts, and armed with no

other weapons than the rude club and bow and

arrow. They were then a happier, and in every

sense, a nobler people. Moral integrity and love of

the first Great Cause, even among iieathens, have

their virtue and earthly rewards.

This state of things had a tendency, not only to

subvert the Indian character, but to depreciate, as

well that of the traders. The men of probity and

tone, who once figured in these exciting scenes, were

now well-nigh banished the nation; with here and

there an honorable exception ; tlie traders became as

despicable as the barbarians among whom they

lived—many of them were mere vagabonds, wander-

ing from place to place in the country, subsisting as

chance favored them—the objects of contempt even

to the savages themselves. Many of this class had

been attracted to the Nation by the easy opportuni-

ties it atlbrded them to furnish valuable peltries to

other marts than Charleston, thus evaduig the pre-

scribed duties, despite the authority of the Board,

and securing to themselves the profitable immunity
of under-selling the public agents of Carolina.

The colony of Virginia was most prolific of these

intruders, and gave the Governor and Hoard of Indian

Trade in Carolina much annoyance. They first re-

monstrate through their agents with the oflending

traders :
" Say to the intruders from Virginia," it was

often charged them when setting out from Charles-
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ton for the Nation, " that they have no right to traffic,

either with the Cherokees or Catawhas, without a

hcense.from us; and that their peUries must be

brought down to Charleston to be disposed of; or, if

they choose to send them to other markets, they must

be required to come themselves to Charleston, and

pay on them the regular duties."

These independent traders, however, from Vir-

ginia, and not a (ew from Carolina herself, knew that

while individual enterprise was forbidden, if they

preferred to smuggle, the game was in their own
hands, and hence paid little regard to such remon-

strances. In 1718, Elieazer VViggon, of Euchee me-

mory, who was then trading with the Catawbas,

represented to the Board, that tliat nation was greatly

dissatisfied with the Charleston traffic : goods were

ill-supplied them by the authorities there, and the

few that came they were taxed to transport over the

trail from the Congarees, where their warriors were

frequently cut off by the lurking enemy. On the

contrary, the Virginia traders, they assured him,

brought them large quantities of goods on their own
pack-horses, with their own drivers, giving the In-

dians no trouble whatever, which they sold at prices

considerably lower than those that had been fixed

by the Board in Charleston.

These complaints of the Indians were, therefore,

wholly excusable, and the dangers to the public mo-

nopoly pressing. In a letter to Captain Hutton, of

Tugaloo, the Commissioners remark: "As to what

you say concerning the Virginian traders, we are
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sensible of the great mischief they do ns, in more

than one respect, by interfering with our Indian

trade, and still hope that the Assembly will consider

their case, and contrive some means of circumvent-

ing them."*

During many years, the Indians themselves, under

the familiar name of " burdeners^' carried on their

backs all the goods and peltries that made up the

staple of their trade with the English, except the

cargo of an occasional pettiauger,'}' that risked the

precarious water-route from Charleston to Savannah

Town. These voyages were quite frequent in the

early years of the trade; for though exceedingly

dangerous, always detrimental to both peltries and

goods, from long exposure to dampness and salt

water, and much more protracted than a pack-horse

carriage by the direct trading path
;

yet, in the tierce

predatory wars that then so frequently subsisted be-

tween tlie Cherokees and Muscogees, the main cur-

rent of the Savannah was a much safer place for

rich cargoes of peltries and goods, than the woods

and thickets where lurked stealthy bands of hostile

Indians, watching for an opportunity to take both the

goods and scalps of the carriers.

Now, towards the close of 1718, when all the

Southern Indians had learned, in great part, the im-

portance and justice of respecting one another's trade

jvith the whites, partly from its growing lucrative-

* Journals in Secretary of State's Officf.

t Spanish name for a kind of boat.
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ness, but more from the ever-increasing wants and

necessities engendered by all legitimate commerce,

and peculiarly operative among a people just emerg-

ing from the simplicity and negative comforts of the

savage state, we find in the Cherokee traffic that the

hazardous pettiauger, and the oppressive custom of

carriage on the path, by Indian hurdeners, were

abandoned for the safer and far more expeditious

conveyance on the backs of pack-horses.

Tlie country abounded in wild horses, and the

sides of the trading path in luxuriant pastures of

cane and grass. " Tell the Cherokees,'' writes the

Board, to their agent atTugaloo, " we shall hereafter

endeavor to ease them of the labor and trouble of

canying burdens. Pack-horses are now being col-

lected to take their places on the trail." In the simi-

mer of 1717, Captain Hastings had written from the

same town, to General James Moore, the following

missive: " I send by these fellows four hundred and

seventy-three beaver-skins—fifteen packs and twenty-

three skins over

—

thirty to the pack. Give each man
for the carriage, otje fourth yard of stroud-cloth, and

to those yon load back, a [)air of half-thicks each, or

cotton stockings."

A {e\v months previous, the Conjurer, Charite

Hayge, had, with the assistance of ninety-one hur-

deners, conveyed from Charleston to Tngaloo one

tliousand four hundred and thirty- seven pounds ster-

ling worth of goods, for which service they each re-

ceived two yards of dulBl-clotli.

The Board likewise ordered, at this time, a good
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pasture ground to be prepared at the town of Tuga-

loo, for the use of the horses, and provisions to be

collected at the same place for their pack-horseinen.

The urgent complaints of the Indians, when used

as burdeners in the trade, were truly well-founded.

Their hardships were not alone confined to the toil

of conveying on their heads or backs, often in the

sultry heats of summer, heavy bales of skins and

goods, more than three hundred miles, but while

thus encumbered, they not unfrequently fell an easy

prey to treacherous enemies, who ambushed their

trails.

In the fVtll of 1717, a party of burdeners on their

way from Keowee to Charleston, headed by a chief

of that town, and conveyed by an assistant trader

named John Sharp, was attacked on the path near

Saluda Old Town by a party of roving Cowetas.

Several of the burdeners were killed in the flight

that necessarily ensued, and among ihem a son of

the cliief. Seven hundred and seventy skins were

the booty of the assailants. The r^'cord adds—" And
John Sharp was standing in front of the Keowee
party when the Cowetas fell upon them."*

Bartram met an aged Indian in one of their towns

of the Mississippi Valley, who could remember wlien

his tribe used no implements but those of native

manufacture; and he informec,! the naturalist tliat be

was the first man who lirought the white people's

goods into b.is town, which he did on his back from

* Coiiimissioncrs' Journal.
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Charleston, five hundred miles on foot, for they had

no horses then amongst them.

Notwithstanding the remonstrances of the Board,

and the interested opposition of the Carolina traders,

the intruders from Virginia continued, year after

year, to disturh the traffic and lessen its profits. Yet

among them there were several who conducted a

regular and honorable commerce with the Indians,

under licenses from the Board in Carolina. These

were, Nath. Evans, Richard Smith, George Smith,

David Crawly, John Evans, Richard Jones, Thomas
Edwards, Henry Tally and Wm. Dettipoole.*

These ancient traders penetrated to the towns of

the Over-hills by a famous war path that had been

known to the Cherokees, and the more northern

tribes, time immemorial. Passing down the North

Fork of the Holston, into the modern territory of

Tennessee, it crossed that stream near the present

site of Rogersville, thence diverging to the south-

west till it reached the French Broad, it pursued the

northern bank of this river to within a short distance

of its mouth, crossed into the valleys lying between

it and the Little Tennessee, and thence across the

latter stream, at the mouth of the Tellico and the

Hiwassee, as far westward as the present town of

Chattanooga.f In the valleys of the Little Tennes-

see and the Tellico, it branched in every direction

among the villages and settlements of the Over-

hills.

* Commissioners' Journal,

f Dr. Ramsay's History of Tennessee.

23
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It is melancholy to relate, on authorities that can

not well be doubted, tliat one of the most serious

evils, both to the Indians and the whites, with which

the trade had to contend at this period, was the set-

tling on the border of ignorant, dissolute clergymen,

who came, pretending to be missionaries of the Cross.

Adair does not hesitate to affirm that this, with the

general license system, lay at the bottom of all the

misrule and abuses that prevailed. The Indian

country was infested, the morals of the natives cor-

rupted, and their civilization and improvement put

far out of reach of common means.

But these scandalous sins of commission in high

places, were not all the offence—would to God they

had been! From the beginning of the colonial set-

tlement a deep wrong had been done the wild children

of the forest, in withholding from them not goods,

not powder, and lead, and guns from Charleston, but

the truth of the Gospel, whose whole tendency would

have been to remove their savage ferocity, to elevate

them as a people, and render them both more pro-

fitable and less dangerous as neiglibors. Yet at this

interesting period of their history was offered the

golden opportunity—the only opportunity ttiat could

ever be presented for the hopeful operation of Chris-

tian influences upon their savage minds and pas-

sions, ere the canker of corruption had eaten too

deep. It was a season fraught with great results,

either of good or evil to the poor Cherokees. and it

passed quickly away.

This neglect alone, under ordinary rirrumsiances,

was sufficientlv invitina; to the rebukes of Heaven 5
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but, in this particular case, fearfully so ; and the rea-

sons are not few or obscure, for believing that its

special visitations were, in more than one instance,

experienced in consequence.

It was in God's sight, and the sight of all good

men, a significant and important article in the char-

ter granted by Charles Second to the lords-proprietors,

which declared to the world, that one of their chief

motives in undertaking the great enterprise of set-

tling Carolina, was a profound Christian sympathy

for the poor native heathen, who inhabited its wilds,

and an active zeal to propagate among them the

truths of the Gospel; yet it is the tesiirnony of his-

tory that just this much of their charter, and no more,

was sheer pretence and hypocrisy. During the

whole period in which they governed the province,

not one effort was made, in the exercise of their own
power, to disseminate the truths of Christianity,

either among the destitute colonists, whom their self-

interest had allured from Christian homes in Europe,

or among the benighted Indians of the surrounding

wilderness.

"Until the Society for the Propagation of the Gos-

pel in Ibreign parts, sent out a missionary to South

Carolina in 170i,that State had been entirely with-

out a minister; and Oldmixion informs us, that the

only instruction which tht^ Indians received prior to

that time, was from a French dancing-master, who
settled in Craven county, and taught the natives to

dance and play upon the Ikite.'''

* Note in Carroll's Collecti'
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Samuel Thomas was the missionary sent to the

South. He began his labors among the Yamassees,

and is spoken of as a worthy, earnest man ; but he

did not long survive the heat and malaria of his new
field of toil. It will not be irrelevant to add here a

paragraph which appeared a few months ago in the

Register of Winnsboro': " Died at his plantation, in

Fairfield District, January 1, 1859, John Peyere

Thomas, M.D., aged sixty-two years. Dr. Thomas
was born December 23, 1796, in St. Stephen's Parish,

South Carolina. He was a lineal descendant of Mr.

Samuel Thomas, who, in the year 1 702, was appointed

by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in

Foreign Parts,their first missionary to South Carolina;

and who, after having laid by his industry and devo-

tion, a good foundation for his successors to carry on

the work he had begun, died much lamented for his

sound doctrine and exemplary life. Dr. Thomas
graduated in the South Carolina College in the class

of IS 16. He afterwards graduated in Medicine in

the City of New York, having been a pupil of Valen-

tine Mott, with whom he maintained a long friend-

ship and correspondence."

The society soon sent out other missionaries, both

for the town and country, but we hear nothing of

their laliors among the Cherokees and Catawbas,

eithef in their villages or on the border. At this time

the fierce controversy between the Dissenters and
Episcopalians, which had so long distracted the

colony, was still raging: the latter had, however, for

a moment triumphed—had become, not only the
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dominant party of the province, but the established

church, in the same manner as the Episcopacy was

the established church in the mother-country.

The Dissenters were accustomed to say, however

—

and it does not appear that they were moved alto-

gether by prejudice or ill-will—that the clergy sent

over by the society, were far too intent upon making

proselytes to the Episcopal party, both among whites

and Indians, to be of any great service to the man-

ners or souls of either.

A few years later occurred the dreadful massacre

of Pocatalligo, in the famous Indian war of 1715.

Cotton Mather, who then edited the Magnolia in the

colony of Massachusetts, wrote in a number of that

now invaluable record of colonial times, that such was

the vengeance of Heaven upon a spirit among men,

which sought more to gain adherents to a creed than

converts to Christ.

These time-serving, ambitious efforts, were even

plied among the savages in their distant wilds. An
old trader tells us, in his own off-hand, original style,

of an incident, in point, which took place near the

border. He is sketching the character of a Cherokee

beauty, then well-known to the traders and to many
in Charleston. We will have occasion to refer, our-

self, to her again. " The conversion of this vara

avis was in the following extraordinary manner:

There was a gentleman who married her according

to the custom of the Cherokees, but observing that

marriages were commonly of short duration in that

wanton female government, he flattered himself that
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he could better secure her affection by having lier

confirmed, and baptized by a priest of the church,

and taught the duties of the conjugal relation by

virtue of a new Christian name and marriage. As

she was no stranger in the English settlements, he

soon persuaded her to go with him to the Congarees

to have the ceremony performed, and to get a supply

of fine things besides. The priest was one of those

sons of wisdom the church sent us in her maternal

benevolence, both to keep and draw us from dan-

gerous errors, and, grasping at the opportunity of

making a valuable convert, he changed her from a

wild savage to a believing Christian in a trice.

He asked her a few articles of her creed, which

were soon answered by the bridegroom, as interpre-

ter, after asking her a trifling question, relating to

other subjects than the matter before them. When
the priest proposed to her a religious question, the

bridegroom, by reason of her low ideas and peculiar

dialect, was obliged to mention some of the virtues,

and say he recommended to her a very strict chastity

in the married state. " Very well," said she, "that's

a good speech, and fit for every woman alike, unless

she is very old." The interpreter, after a short pause,

replied, that he was urging her to use a proper care

in domestic life. " You evil spirit," said she, " when
was I wasteful or careless at home?" He replied,

"never." "Well, then," said she, "tell him his

speech is troublesome and light. But, where are

those fine things you promised me ?" He bid her

be patient a little, and she should have plenty of
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everything she liked best; at this she smiied. Now
the religious man was fully confirmed in the hope

of her conversion; however, he asked her if sht un-

derstood and believed the doctrine of the Trinity?

The bridegroom swore heartily, that if he brought

out all the other articles of his old book, she both

knew and believed them, for sh.e was a sensible

young woman.

The bridegroom had a very ditiicult part to act,

both to please the humor of his Venus, and to satis-

fy the inquisitive temper of our' religious son of

Apollo ; he behaved pretty well, however, till he was

desired to ask her belief of the uni-trinity, and tri-

unity of the Deity, which the clergyman endeavored

to explain ; upon this he assured die priest that the

Indians did not mind what religion the women were

of, or whether they had any ; and tiiat the bride

would take it very kindly if he shortened his dis-

course, as nothing can disturb the Indian women so

much as long lectures.

The Dark-lantern (which was the name of the

bride) became very uneasy, both by the delay of

time, and the various passions she read in the bride-

groom's face and s[)eech, and she asked him sharply

the meaning of such a long discourse ? He instant-

ly cried out that the whole affair was spoiled unless

it was brought to a speedy conclusion ; but the

clergyman insisted on her belief of that article, before

he coidd proceed any farther. But, by way of comfort,

he assured him, it should be the very last question'

he would propose, till he put the holy water on her
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face, and read over the marriage ceremony. The

bridegroom, revived at this good news, immediately

sent the bowl around with a cheerful countenance,

which the bride observing, she asiied him the reason

of his sudden joyful looks. The answer he gave

her caused her to smile ; whereupon the priest im-

agining her cheerful looks, proceeded from her swal-

lowing his doctrine, immediately called for a bowl

of water to initiate his new convert. As the bride-

groom could not mediate here, he persuaded her to

let the beloved man put some beloved water on her

face, and it would be a sure pledge of a lasting friend-

ship between her and the English, and entitle her to

everything she liked best. She at last consented,

with this ])romise, and had the constancy, though so

ignorant a noviciate in our sacred mysteries, to go

through our catechism and the long marriage cere-

mony. Her name was soon entered in capital letters

to grace the first title-page of tl)e priest's churcii-book

of converts, which he often showed to his English

sheep, and, with much satisfiction, would inform

them, how, through his instrumentality, an Indian

Dark-lantern had been changed into a lamp of Chris-

tian light. Afterwards, however, to his great grief,

lie was obliged, on account of her adulteries, to erace

her name, and enter it anew on one of the crowded

pages of his female delinquents. The same author

adds: "I must here heg leave to be indulged in a

few observations on our own American missionaries.

Many evils are produced by sending out ignorant,

and wicked persons as clergymen. Of tlie few 1
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know, two of them dare not veiitnre on repeating

but a few collects in the common-prayer. The very

rudiments of learning, not to say of religion, are

wanting in several of our missionary evangeHsts.

The best apology I have heard in their behalf is

that of an English nobleman, who asked a certain

bishop wliy he conferred holy orders on such an ar-

rant set of blockheads? He replied, because it was

better to have the ground plowed by asses than leave

it a waste, full of thistles. It seems very surprising

that those who are invested with a power of con-

ferring ecclesiastical orders, should be so careless in

propagating the holy Gospel, and assiduous to pro-

fane holy things, in appointing and ordaining illiter-

ate, irreligious persons to the service. What is it

but saying, go teach the American fools? My bless-

ing is enough. Cherish confidence, and depend

upon it they will not have the boldness to laugh at

you. Leave the remote and poor settlements to the

care of divine Providence, who is ditfusive of his

rich gifts. The harvest is great elsewhere. Only

endeavor to episcopize the northern colonies ; it is

enough—there they are numerous, and able to pay

Peter's pence, as well as our old Jewish and new
parliamentary tithes ; and in time, your labors will be

crowned with success.

" What can we think at this distance, when we

see the number of blind guides our spiritual fathers

at home have sent us, to lead us clear of the wages

of error, but that they think of us with indifference,

and are studiously bent on their own temporal inter-
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est, instead of our spiritual welfare. There are

thousands of tlie Americans, wiio, I believ^e. have not

heard six sermons in the space of abov^e thirty years -,

and in fact they have more icnowledge than the

teacliers who are sent to them, and too much^rehiiiou

to associate with them.

"And even the blinder sort of the laity, not find-

ing truth sutficiently supported by their blind guides,

grew proud of their own imaginary knowledge, and

some thereby proudly commenced teachers, by

which means they rend the church asunder; and, in-

stead of peace and love, they plant envy, contempt,

hatred and revilings."*

In the several manuscript volumes relating to In-

dian affairs, preserved in the Secretary of State's of-

fice, we remember to have noticed but two or three

instances in which the mental or moral interest of

the Indians is at all mentioned or referred to. One

has already been related, of the little Indian boy,

who was apprenticed to Col. John Harnwell, on the

condition that he should be taught English and the

principles of Christianity. In a conference, to be

hereafter described, that was held between the Gov-

ernor of Virginia and aself-appf)int(>d delegation from

the Over-hill C^herokees,—the foi-mer, among other

promises, assured the Indians that he would take

their children and have them educated in the college

just then established in that colony. This was Wil-

liam and Mary's, r(!cently burufnl to llui ground with

its more precious treasure of old and rare books.
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In one of Gov. Glen's Indian talks in Charleston

he expressed the desire that an opportunity nriight

some day be offered ,of having all the Indians in-

structed in the truths of Christianity. These fair

promises or good wishes were the nearest approxi-

mation ever made, by either Church or State, to a

full conscientious discharge of its obligations to take

care of the religious and moral welfare of the sav-

ages on the border. Yet at the period when they first

became acquainted with them, particularly the Chero-

kees and Catawbas, there was doubtless no nobler or

more susceptible people to be found on the American

Continent.

If, at that time, the same religious sympathy had

been manifested in their behalf, and the same prac-

tical schemes set in operation for their instruction

and moral improvement, that have since been so

efFectual in their new home beyond the Mississippi,

combined with free schools and the institution of

slavery, in elevating them from a condition of deep

degeneracy to their present superior position in the

scale of civilization, who can estimate the good that

must have accrued to them as a nation, by their

happy alliance with the conscientious English colo-

nists ? And how much of the suffering, how many
of the horrors and dark scenes of torture, of ruin and

of blood, would have been prevented on the border,

and long years of the reign of savage vengeance and

rapine ?

While on this subject, we must be allowed to an-

ticipate for one moment: There is a curious and
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very valuable old manuscript journal of a Rev. Hugh
McAden, which was snatched, as it were, from the

flames kindled by Lord Cornwallis in North Caro-

lina, with the libraries and papers of Presbyterian

ministers, that sheds considerable light on the reli-

gious condition of the upper-country in its early

periods.

The reverend journalist, having traversed a large

portion of the settled backwoods of North Carolina,

crossed the Catawba, and penetrated some distance

into the almost primitive wilds of the more southern

colony. It was in the fall of 1755: "On Monday,

20th of October, took my journey for Broad River

—

sixty miles to the southward—in company with two

young men, who came this far to conduct me thither

—a place where never any of our missionaries had

been." Here, unfortunately, just at the point of the

expedition most interesting to us, several leaves are

missing from the journal. Twelve days, however,

after leaving Broad River, still moving towards the

south, the narrator resumes: " Monday, 2d of No-

vember—preached to a number of those poor bap-

tized infidels, many of whom, I was informed, had

never heard a sermon in all their lives before, and

yet several of them had families."

He here inserts an anecdote of an old man who,

he was told, had said to Governor Glen, when on a

visit in the upper-country, for the purpose of form-

ing a treaty with the Cherokees, that he had never

seen a shirt, been in a fair, heard a sermon, or seen

a minister in all his life. Upon which the Governor
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promised to send him up a minister, that he might

hear one sermon before he died. The minister

came and preached; and this was all the preaching

that had been heard in the upper part of South Caro-

lina before McAden's visit. "^

We shall have occasion to recur to this journal

when we come to treat of the early settlers and set-

tlements in Upper Carolina.

At the head of the society that had been formed

in England for the propagation of the Gospel among

the heathens of the New World was the celebrated

Robert Boylo, equally as well known in the highest

walks of science as in many benevolent enterprises

for doing good to men. His measures were after-

wards warmly seconded by the excellent Queen

Mary, of Orange, and Dr. Compton, Bishop of Lon-

don; and if their plans had been forwarded in Ame-
rica, in the English settlements and on the frontiers

among Indians and traders, by agents as conscien-

tious and pious as themselves, great results must

have followed.

Dr. Tennison, Archbishop of Canterbury, was,

however, the immediate founder of the society to

which we have referred as havitig been chartered

for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts.

The people of England, we are told, welcomed the

enterprise with their usual ardor, and made the

society many munificent benefactions; so that in a

short time it was enabled to send out and support

* Foot's Sketches of North Carolina.
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numerous missionaries in the plantations. A co-

temporaiy of this period thus describes the rehgious

and moral destitution of that portion of their field

which was embraced in Carolina: "About this time

the number of inhabitants in the colony amounted

to between five and six thousand, besides Indians

and negroes. In Charleston they had one minister

of the Church of England, and another of the

Church of Scotland; but in the country there was
no such thing as public worship, nor schools for the

education of children ; and the people living thus

scattered through a forest were likely in time to sink

by degrees into the same state of ignorance and bar-

barism with the natural inhabitants of the wilder-

ness."* This was at the beginning of the eighteenth

cenmry.

It is not to our purpose to detail what the society

did for Carolina; it is enough to know it did nothing

for the Cherokees and whites of the upp(n--country.

The old journal of McAden anticipates more than

half a century of the time before ns, and he is sutli-

ciently explicit on that point. His statement, too, in

regard to the startling destitution among the settlers

on the border is singularly corroborated by an Act

of that period, which we find in the Statutes of

South Carolina:! "And whereas, the inhabitants of

the Congarees and tlie Waterees liave i^ever had any
??u'nis/er of the (Gospel to pr,'(ich andperform divine

service anio?isr tficn).—be it tlicrefore enacted bv the

* Ilewil. -j- Vol. iv., p. 20.
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authority aforesaid, that the jniblic treasurer of this

proviuce, for the time being, shall pay to such, minis-

ter of the Gospel of the Established Church as shall

statedly preach and perform divine service at Saxe-

Gotha. or such other centrical place in the Conga-

rees as the Commissioners hereinafter named shall

direct, and six times a year, at least, at the most

populous [jlaces within foriy miles of the same, the

sum of seven hundred pounds, current money, per

annum." The sdivaefavor was likewise extended to

the settlers in the old Fredericksburg township, at

the Pine Tree, now Camden, and all surrounding

settlements within forty miles. This statute was

ratified in the council chamber, January 27th, 1756.

If this was the first religious iusfruction that had

been supplied the people of the Congarees and Pine

Tree, we may well agree with McAden and others,

who assert, that up to this late period the Indians

and traders, and scattered pioneers of the upper-

conntry, were still utterly destitute of any stated

religious services.

And now, at last, the provincial establishment had

awakened, too late, to a sense of duty and to aggres-

sive enterprise. Already were the pious, church-

loving Scotch-Irisliry beginning to pour by steady

streams into the long-neglected, unoccupied wilder-

ness of north-western Carolina. The Lyleses had

built their cabins and were leveling the forest on

Broad River in the present territory of Fairfield.

The Gowdies were at Ninety-Six, and the Calhouns,

on th.eir way to the rich cane-pastures of the flat-

woods; but we must not anticipate.


