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Although the Cooper's hawk feeds mainly on small birds it also kills som' squirrels and other small mammals. (Drawing from Samworth collection.) 
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Gone Forever 
There's a nine-year-old boy in a South Carolina 

town with whom I have been corresponding for some 
time, the correspondence consisting mainly of a num
ber of questions on his part and attempts at answering 
them on mine. Some of his typical questions and 
comments follow: 

"I have a caterpillar that made a cocoon. He was 
striped with a little horn on back of him. How can 
I make him come out faster." 

"I have been studying the solar system but am now 
back on animals. I love animals. I hate people who 
kill dogs and other animals." . 

"Do you believe ·in ghosts. My mother, father, 
brother and sister don't believe I saw a ghost. But 
I k h I I h ! ! ! ! ! !" now w at saw. saw a g ost ..... . 

"What kind of snake is 15 feet long and 10 inches 
wide and runs over the top of bushes. I saw one." 

The other day I got a letter from him and a ques
tion that had me stumped. He asked, "What kind 
of animal is it that you know is behind you in the 
woods and you turn around and its not there." 

My first feeling was one of amusement but as' I 
turned back the pages of memory the question be
came real and understandable, for long, long ago I 
would get the same feeling of delicious fear when 
I ventured into the woods around our summer place. 
The farther I would get away from the house the 
more "things" I would hear and the more certain I'd 
become that "something" was behind me-so certain 
that I wouldn't look around for fear I would see 
"something" if I did. 

And then came a feeling of sadness as I thought 
how the woods where little boys can feel brave and 
adventurous and independent are disappearing, to be 
replaced by look-alike houses, supermarkets a~d fill
ing stations. And how many little boys will never be 
startled by the explosion of their first covey of quail; 
or fascinated by their first snake; or puzzled by the 
box turtle and its portable home; or thrilled by aU 
the other mysterious and wonderful things a little boy 
encounters in the woods. And the sad · part is that 
they won't even know what they are missing. 

E. F. 
THE COVER 

This head-on view of a striper is often the last thing seen . by a 
luckless herring or shad in Santee-Cooper waters. (Photo by Brown.) 



Wild Turkey is the All-American Bird 
By JOHN SPINKS, JR. 

Information Assistant Hunters Wanted 
"What we need is more turkey 

hunters," says Frank P. Nelson, Pitt
man-Robertson coordinator for the 
Wildlife Resources Department. 

That sounds like a funny statement, 
particularly to an unsuccessful hunter 
who's spent fruitless hours of patient 
waiting for a gobbler to answer his 
call. These hunters, however, should 
remember two things-first, that even 
where there are plenty of turkeys it's 
not easy to bag a gobbler; and sec
ond, that a certain range can support 
only a certain number of turkeys. 
Where a population gets too large 
there's danger of disease which can 
practically wipe out all turkeys over 
a wide area. 

The South Carolina turkey popula
tion, once at an extremely low point, 
has so increased in recent years that 
limited shooting of hens on some 

History. When the Spaniards came 
to the New World in the late 1500's, 
they found that the Indians of Mexico 
had a large domesticated fowl, a bird 
that the Spaniards found to be deli
cious eating. This bird, the turkey
although not known by that name at 
this time, made such an impression on 
the Spaniards that they took some of 
th~ birds back to Spain with them. In 
a ff!w years turkeys were being raised 
all over Europe and western Asia. One 
theory to explain the name "turkey" is 
the belief that turkeys were raised so 
extensively in Turkey and by the 
Turks everywhere, that they were first 
known as the birds of the Turks and 
later as turkeys. When Europeans be
gan to settle America, the domestic 
turkey was brought with them, and 
thus returned to its native land. The 
domestic turkey descended from the 
Mexican wild turkey, while the east
ern wild turkey is native to South Car-
oliila. Some interbreeding has occur- with do m est i c birds. A chocolate
red, to the detriment of our wild birds, brown band on the tail reliably identi
but the South Carolina strain is par- fies a pure eastern wild turkey, Mele
ticularly pure. A few years ago, when agris gallopavo silvestris. 
the Museum of Natural History in Breeding & Nesting. Gobblers begin 
New York wished specimens of pure mating activity in the early spring by 
strain wild turkey for mounting they , gobbling. This activity serves to make 
collected them on the Francis Marion themselves known to hens and to es
area. tablish territories within which other 

Description. Everyone is familiar gobblers are not allowed. Gobbling is 
with the appearance of the domestic accompanied by much display, such 
turkey, but not so many have seen a as strutting. While strutting, a gobbler 
wild turkey. Comparing the two is puffs up his chest, speads his tail in 
similar to describing the differences a fan shape, and lowers both wings 

until the tips touch the ground. Gob
between a farm plow horse and a rac- bIers begin mating when two years 
ing thoroughbred. The wild turkey is old, and hens generally follow this 
a streamlined version of his domestic practice, although hens have been 
cousin, with a longer neck, which is known to mate at one year. Gobblers 
carried in an "s" shaped position, collect a harem of four to seven hens, 
longer legs, and a head more predom- and the gobbler remains in the vicin-
inantly blue. True wild gobblers sel- ity of the hens throughout the laying 
dam exceed 20 pounds. The increased period. During this time the hen visits 
number of "wild" gobblers weighing the gobbler daily. The turkey hen 
more than this indicates pollution of builds a well-concealed nest, a scooped
the native }Vild turkeys by inbreeding out depression in which she lays 
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areas may become necessary to keep 
the population in line with the carry
ing capacity of the range. With few 
natural enemies and no harvest by 
hunters-except for an unestimated 
illegal kill-the number of hens will 
keep increasing year by year. 

During the upstate Spring gobbling 
season this year 132 gobblers were 
killed by the 2,332 registered hunters 
taking part, this comparing with only 
60 by 1,715 hunters last year. 

The kill by areas, giving the num
ber of permits and the kill, follows: 

Forks-Key Bridge-512 per mit s 
and 53 gobblers; Parsons Mountain 
-202 and 20; Chauga-l55 and 
nine; Enoree-561 and 11; Broad 
River-Carlisle-637 and 28; Wateree 
-169 and II. 

The accompanying article tells of 
the life history and present status of 
the turkey in South Carolina. 

10-18 creamy-white eggs with rust
colored splotches and dots. If the hen 
is disturbed during the early part of 
incubation, she may desert the nest 
and mayor may not renest. As the 
incubation period of 28 days draws 
to an end, the hen becomes more and 
more reluctant to leave the nest and 
as the eggs begin to hatch she may 
actually be touched. The young tur
keys are extremely active and are able 
to run soon after hatching. The great
est danger to the young turkeys, other 
than predators, is getting · wet soon 
after they hatch, for they readily catch 
pneumonia. In situations where there 
are open or cultivated areas, the hens 
seem to prefer the "edges." A few 
miles below Columbia, hens fly 'the 
Congaree River from the swamp on 
the eastern side to nest near cultivated 
fields on the higher western side, re
turning to the swamps when the 
young are able to fly the river. 

Food. Turkeys feed mostly on plant 
food during the spring, Mnter and fall, 

SOUTH CAROLINA ;WILDLIFE 

I· 



when little insect life is available. The 
plant food is mainly seeds, wild fruits 
and nuts such as acorns and beech 
nuts; however, turkeys are also very 
fond of green things such as vetch 
and clover. During the summer, tur
keys feed mainly on insects such as 
grasshoppers, because they are so 
abundant and easily caught. Insects 
are a vital dietary item for the young 
birds for proper growth and develop
ment. Wild onions eaten in the spring 
affect the Havor of turkey meat and 
also cause an unpleasant odor. 

Habitat. Just as with other wildlife, 
hlrkeys can live only in areas that pro
vide the proper food and cover. Since 
turkeys must have food such as seeds, 
nuts, fruits and roots, they cannot live 
where these foods are not available. 
The most favorable habitat for turkeys 
is composed mainly of mature open 
hardwoods, with some brushland, 
grassland and cultivation. Cutting of 
hardwoods and replanting with pure 
stands of pine has done much to re
duce favorable habitat in parts of the 
southeast. 

Management. Proper management 
is very important in maintaining wild 
turkey populations. Predators are gen
erally no great problem to wild tur
keys and predator control is seldom 
justified. Mature open woods of food
bearing hardwoods such as oaks, 
beeches and gums, with open areas 
where green grasses grow and insects 
are found must not be destroyed. Con
trolled burning along the coast helps 
maintain open areas and also keeps 
vegetation important as food for tur
keys from being crowded out by less 
desirable species. Trapping wild tur
keys from areas that have adequate 
populations and releasing the trapped 
birds where the habitat is suitable and 
the native birds have been killed out 
is most important in turkey manage
ment. The effectiveness of this pro
gram of restocking areas where tur
keys are no longer found is illustrated 
by comparing the distribution ( 17 
states) and number (129,373 estimated) 
of turkeys in 1948 with the 293,937 
estimated population in 37 states 
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Two wary gobblers on the alert on a Francis Marion clearing. (Photo by Holbrook.,) 

in 1958. All of these management ef
forts depend greatly on cooperation 
from sportsmen, who can help wild
life biologists by obeying game laws 
and hunting seasons. And by helping 
their wildlife department, sportsmen 
help themselves to better hunting. 

Populations. Turkeys are generally 
thought of as occurring in Hocks. 
These Hocks seem to have a fairly de
finite composition with regard to sex 
and age. Quoting from The American 
Wild Turkey by H. E. Davis, "as a 
rule, two or more hens combine their 
broods in the later summer or early 
fall, and these mot her s and their 
young of both sexes roam the woods 
together as a united band until the 
following February, when the Hock 
begins to break up and the males and 
females go their respective ways." The 
young males then either form small 
Hocks or wander singly. The older 
gobblers also form Hocks after the 
mating season ends, but an occasional 
old gobbler may become a "hermit" 
and remain alone throughout the year 
except during the mating season. A 
source other than Mr. Davis indicates 
that the old gobblers may rejoin the 
Hocks of hens and young after the 
brood is two-thirds grown. 

Hunting. The skill required in hunt
ing the wild turkey is legend, and 
much of this legend is supported by 
fact, for the turkey is indeed a difficult 
bird to bag. One of the most popular 
and most demanding methods of tur
key hunting is calling, in which the 
hunter imitates the sound made by a 
lonely turkey hen, and thereby lures 
the amorous gobbler to his fate. Tur
keys are very social birds, and after 
scattering a Hock hunters take advan
tage of the turkeys' desire to regroup 
by imitating the call given when the 
birds are trying to locate each other. 
Other methods of turkey hunting in
clude locating a roost and attempting 
to intercept the birds as they come to 
roost or leave, or driving the birds to
ward a spot where other hunters are 
waiting. All of these techniques re
quire a good knowledge of the habits 
of the birds and the terrain where 
they are found. A very illegal and 
unsportsman like method of hunting 
turkeys is baiting, whereby food is 
placed near a blind and the turkeys 
are shot while eating. This is not only 
unfair, but also indicates the inability 
of a hunter to get his turkey by means 
that give the turkey a sporting chance. 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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New Game Fish-the Walleye-Introduced 
By HAMPTON M. WILLIAMS 

Fisheries Biologist 

The walleye, also known as wall
eyed pike, pike perch and jack salmon 
in other parts of the nation, is South 
Carolina's newest game fish-fairly 
well established in some waters of 
the northwestern comer of the State 
and now being introduced into some 
midstate reservoirs. 

The walleye, Stizastedion vitreum 
vitreum, is a member of the perch 
family, although it resembles mem
bers of the pike family. It ranks high 
in both fighting ability and edibility. 
Until the South Carolina introduc
tions, the southern-most limit of its 
range was North Carolina and north
ern Georgia. Its range extends on up 
into Canada and it is a common and 
popular fish throughout the Great 
Lakes region, preferring deep water 
lakes. 

Fisheries men sometimes refer to 
the walleye as a second string or sub
stitute trout because of its ability to 
survive and apparently thrive in the 
"second story waters" of southern 
reservoirs. Second story waters refer 
to the pool or layer of water that is 
colder, and usually at a lower level, 
than our warm water game fish pre
. fer and use. If this layer of water 
with temperatures between 65 and 
70 degrees existed all year long in 
our reservoirs, including the critical 
time of late summer, and had suffi
'cient dissolved oxygen, we could es
tablish a trout fishery where none 
now exists and utilize presently un
productive waters. It was with this 
in mind that the major reservoirs of 
the State were checked in 1964 by 
bi~logists of the U. S. Fish and Wild
life Service in cooperation with the 
Wildlife Resources Department. It 
was found that in late August and 
September, although there might be 
a ·pool of water cold enough- some
times' 160 feet down-there was in
sufficient oxygen and the idea of es-

4 

The March wind in Oconee co unty is cold as Fisheries Biologist Otho May crosses the Tugaloo river from the 
temporary ca mp. 

tablishing trout in the deep waters 
of warm water reservoi.rs was aban
doned. 

Over in Georgia meanwhile, the 
Game and Fish Commission, shortly 
after the Hartwell Reservoir had 
been completed, had stocked approx
imately 3,000,000 walleye fry in the 
Tugaloo River arm of the reservoir, 
the boundary with South Carolina. 
Since then the walleye have thrived 
in the Tugaloo and other mountain 
rivers of the drainage but compara
tively few have been caught in the 
main lake. Georgia got its first wall
eye fry by securing eggs from north
ern waters and hatching them at their 
trout hatchery at Clayton. 

Since we were reasonably certain 
that walleye could stand tempera
tures of 75 degrees and maybe higher, 
for at least short periods of time, they 
appeared to be our best bet for a 
second story fishery. Therefore, in the 
Spring of 1965 we obtained some 

150,000 fry from Georgia and stocked 
them in Clark Hill and Lake Murray. 
It is still too soon to tell whether they 
survived but if they did they should 
start showing up in anglers' catches. 

To the average fisherman, the thou
sands would appear to be enough to 
stock any lake, until you realize the 
extremely high mortality among the 
tiny fish. The fry, hardly the size of 
a match head, are very susceptible to 
water temperature changes, excess 
turbidity and predation by water in
sects and other fish. Only a very 
small percentage survives the first 
few months. 

The walleye stocked in the Tuga-
100 river by the Georgia D epartment 
have had their annual Spring spawn
ing run up the river, much the same 
as white bass. Unlike nest builders 
such as the bluegill and largemouth 
bass, the walleye spawn their eggs 
freely, the eggs then sticking to rocks 
and logs until they hatch. 

SOUTH CAROLINA WILDLIFE 



This year the South Carolina Wild
life Resources Department decided 
to utilize the walleye spawning run 
in the Tugaloo River to obtain eggs 
and fry for stocking. Our information 
was that the spawning run began 
when water temperatures reached 44 
to 49 degrees. Therefore, in late Jan
uary fisheries biologists of the De
partment began checking the tem
perature of the river. The first time 
the river was checked the tempera
hue was 47 degrees and thereafter 
we kept a weekly watch and tried to 
catch walleyes to determine whether 
they were ripe for spawning. This 
continued on through February, dur
ing which time the temperature 
dropped to as low as 38 degrees, and 
toward the end of the month we 
caught some walleyes ready to 
spawn. On March 1 we set up our 
equipment and erected a temporary 
camp on the banks of the Tugaloo at 
Yonah Dam, 20 miles west northwest 
of Westminster in Oconee County. 
The group consisted of Fisheries 
Biologist Otho May, myself and War
dens Ray Moore, Frank Cashin and 
Jerry Sanders. 

The camp consisted of our tent and 
living quarters, as we knew it would 
be a full time day and,night operation, 
and our nets, boat, pump and other 
small but essential items, as well as 
two 12' wide by 36" deep plastic 
swimming pools for holding the fish. 

At first we caught many more 
males than females-seventeen to 
one-in our 50' x 6' x 2" gill nets but 
later they began evening up and 
finally the females outnumbered the 
males. The males were kept in one 
pool until they were used and then 
returned to the river. Females, un
less they were ripe and could be 
spawned when caught, were held in 
the · other' pool untii they were ready 
to spawn; 'used and then released in 
the riVer: 

The eggs were obtained by grasp
ing the tail of the fish in the left hand 
with its head under the right fore
arm and applying pressure length-
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A male walleye is "stripped" with the milt being mixed with eggs from a female. 

wise along the stomach from front to 
rear, this forcing the eggs out into a 
plastic pan. Immediately after strip
ping the female a male was stripped 
in the same manner to fertilize the 
eggs and the sperm and eggs were 
thoroughly mixed, covered with wa
ter and allowed to stand a minute. 
Then, after being mixed again, the 
water was poured off and a mixture 
of cream-thick corn starch or a spe
cial clay muck was poured in and 
mixed with the eggs. This was to cut 
the natural adhesive agent that would 
cause the eggs to stick to the bottom 
and walls of the buckets and jars in 
which they would be hatched, and 
not get an even distribution of oxy
gen from the water. 

After this, the starch or muck was 
washed off, and the eggs were then 
allowed to water-harden from 12 to 
24 hours, after which they were 
shipped to the striped bass hatchery 
at Moncks Corner, which was not yet 
in operation for the stripers. Water 
hardening was done by siphoning 
water from the holding pool into the 
egg buckets, making a constant, gen
tle How of fresh water around the 
eggs. 

The eggs were shipped in regular 
poly-foam fish egg containers with 
ice to keep the temperature under 50 
degrees during shipment. These were 
placed upon and covered with wet 
cheesecloth in the egg boxes and 
holes in the bottom of each tray al
lowed water from the melting ice to 
drop down to the trays and keep the 
eggs cool and moist. 

Upon arrival at the hatchery they 
were placed in hatching jars and 
gently stirred by Howing water until 
they hatched in from 10 to 15 days. 
They were then transported in plas
tic bags with water and pure oxygen 
to their upstate destinations. At the 
Moncks Corner hatchery the eggs 
were cared for by Biologist Aides 
Dick Murray and William Peagler. 

Out of approximately 2,000,000 
eggs we hatched about 10 per cent 
or 200,000 fry in our first and rather 
primitive attempt. Some 50,000 fry 
were placed in a special rearing pond 
at the Newberry hatchery and the 
balance were released in Lake Mur
ray. The hatchery pond was used as 
an experiment to try rearing the fry 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Lowly Earthworm Has Important Role 
An old fisherman once told me that 

he firmly believed that if he could 
find a big enough worm and heavy 
enough tackle he could catch a whale, 
for the worm seems to be a staple 
and favorite food of most swimming 

CLITELLUM 
(COCOON) 

creatures. MOUTH--'~q~~ 
There are around 3,000 different 

kinds of worms throughout the world 
but only about 12 species in the 
United States-and only three or 
four that interest the South Carolina 
fisherman. First and most popular is 
the blue worm-also known as "blue 
bait"-a fat and juicy and, at least to 
a fish, most tasty morsel. The blue 
worm must have rich, moist soil and 
in dry spells they go deep and are 
hard to collect. As far as I know, no 
one has been successful in raising the 
blue worm commercially. 

Next comes the red worm, the 
standby of the commercial worm 
farms. Smaller than the blue and not 
as attractive to most fish, it is easy 
to raise commercially in great num
bers and is very hardy. 

The night crawler, seven or eight 
inches long, is most popular as a bait 
for bass, while the blue and the red 
are the baits for bream, redbreast, 
molly and assorted other fish. 

Last and least is the wiggler, · a 
shiny and brittle worm that wont 
stay on the hook and is used only 
when no other worms are available. 
We won't even discuss the "stink 
worm." 

The earthworm has other uses be
sides catching fish and, in fact, with
out the earthworm and the useful 
work it does with the soil the entire 
human population would have a 
much harder time. For instance, the 
worm in its underground travels pro
motes drainage, helps root penetra
tion and aerates the soil. Even more 
important, it breaks down organic 
matter, making the nutrients more 
available to plants. The worm eats 
both plant and vegetable matter, 
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sucking in much soil along with its 
food. The grains of sand help in 
grinding the food into small bits in 
the worm's gizzard. Other indigesti
ble material absorbs calcium carbo
nate from the worm, as well as nitro
gen formed during the digestion of 
the food. The waste material is de-
posited on the surface and enriches 
the top soil. 

The worm moves by a complicated 
system of muscle use. It has two sets 
of muscles, one circling the body and 
the other extending lengthwise. The 
circular muscles contract and squeeze 
part of the body forward, the other 
set then taking over and bringing up 
the rest of the body. Small bristles 
grip the surface to give leverage. 

Earthworms are most active at 
night, probably because they are sen
sitive to bright lights, although they 
have no eyes. The presence of light 
is detected by sensory cells concen
trated around the front part of the 
body. Worms are very sensitive to 
ultraviolet light and one trapped 
above ground on a sunny day will 
be killed by the rays of the sun. 

Earthworms, like many of the 
lower orders, have the ability to re
generate missing sections, either the 
head or the tail, and sometimes both 
sections will regenerate the missing 
parts. 

The earthworm does not have 
lungs and breathes through the skin, 
the mucous on its body absorbing the 
gases from the air. When dropped in 

the water they absorb oxygen from 
the water and can stay submerged 
for comparatively long times without 
drowning. 

The earthworm is bisexual and has 
both male and female organs. It can
not, however, fertilize its own eggs. 
The worms during mating exchange 
sperm which fertilizes the eggs. After 
fertilization the eggs are deposited in 
a cocoon that encircles the worm, this 
cocoon later slipping off and the 
young worms emerging a few weeks 
later: They reach maturity in about 
a year and provided they escape bait 
diggers, moles, birds and other ene
mies may live for several years. 

It is not believed that the earth
worm can feel pain, at least as we 
feel it. This reminds me of the little 
boy I knew who told his soft-hearted 
mother that the fish he was catching 
did not feel pain. 

"They like being caught," he said. 
"I know they do because everyone 
I've caught has been wagging its tail." 

E. F. 
---SCWRC:---

Surveys in prairie Canada, just com" 
pleted by Ducks Unlimited, show a 
strong upward trend in the waterfowl 
breeding population. Although ,the 
number of breeding ducks is still be
low that of the lush years of the mid 
1950's, a good production year ap
pears to be in sight and there is room 
for optimism that the ducks are be
ginning to recover from the reverses 
of the recent drought. 
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Big Stripers Are 
Landed in River 

The only mistake made by W. E. Brown was in 
not catching this striper in Santee-Cooper, where it 
would have been awarded the grand prize. It was 
caught a few miles above Columbia . 

W. E. Brown of Columbia is a hard 
and patient fisherman and it paid off 
for him when he landed a 40-pound, 
two-ounce striped bass in the Saluda 
River below Lake Murray one morn
ing in May. 

Brown is one of a hardy group who 
early in the morning walks quite a 
distance to. the river and then stands 
waist-deep in the chilly current cast
ing time after time to a favorite spot 
where the current comes between 
two big rocks. The icy drawoff water 
from the bottom of the lake makes 
waist-high waders almost .a necessity. 

During May and June he fishes this 
stretch of the river about twice a 
week, getting there before daylight 
and fishing until after sunup, when 
the fishing slacks off. Until his big 
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one in May the largest he had caught 
was a 27~ pounder. 

He was using an 8 or lO pound 
test line on a spinning outfit, casting 
a Rebel plug, when the big striper 
hit and started down the river, being 
landed 45 minutes later. 

The only sad part of this is that a 
week or so later an officer from Fort 
Jackson caught a striper in the lake 
reported to be just a little larger. 

---:SCWRC---

The value of fishery products to 
U. S. commercial fishermen reached 
a record high of about $440 million, 
reports the National Wildlife Fed
eration. The "catch" was up $51 mil
lion (13 percent) over 1964, 11 per
cent above the previous record of 
$396 million achieved in 1962. The 
sm'imp industry led the parade of 
new records with a catch valued at 
$82.6 million. Other fisheries that set 
new records in 1965 were northern 
lobsters, sea scallops, yellowtail floun
der, haddock, Pacific halibut and 
Alaska salmon. 

---SCWRC:----

A good substitute for pork rind is 
a strip cut from an old white kid 
glove. 

Jones is Named 
Commissioner for 
Third District 

Dr. Preston B. Jones of Anderson 
has been appointed by Governor Mc
Nair to the Wildlife Resources Com
mission representing the Third Con
gressional District. He succeeds the 
late Joseph W. Cox of Johnston. 

He is a graduate of Auburn where 
h~ studied veterinary medicine. 

Cody McLeod of Pinewood doesn ' t let the loss of both legs interfere with his fishing and he won the first 
prize in the Santee·Cooper Striped Ba ss Derby with a 32·pound, eight.ounce fish. He is shown with Super· 
visor A" M. Flood, Jr., of Moncks Corner, general. chairman of the Striped Bass Derby. In the background 
is a boat, motor and trailer, part of the " loot" going to the catcher of the biggest striper. 
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w. Frank Mishoe 
is Commissioner 
For 6th District 

W. Frank Mishoe of Greeleyville is 
the new Commissioner from the Sixth 
Congressional District, succeeding the 
late S. S. Tison of Bennettsville. He 
was appointed for the remainder of 
Mr. Tison's term and to a regular term 
running until July 1, 1972. 

He attended the University of South 
Carolina and has served in both the 
House and Senate. He spent 21 
months in the Pacific with the 37th 
Division during the Second World 
War. 

He is manied to the former Mamie 
Lee Boyd of Lanes. 

---,SCWRC---

Greenville News 
Contest Draws 
Many Big Bass 

Fourteen bass weighing over nine 
pounds were entered in the 1965 con
test sponsored by the Greenville 
News and a study of the entry forms 
provides some information that might 
possibly be useful and certainly is 
interesting. 

Waters where the fish were caught 
were farm and private ponds, five; 
Clark Hill, two; Lake Greenwood, 
two; Hartwell, two; Lake Secession, 
two; and Santee-Cooper's Lake Mar
ion, one. 

Seven of the big bass were caught 
on plastic worms with black and pur
ple the favorite colors. Two were 
caught on live bait; two on plugs; 
two on unidentified trolling lures; 
and one on a spoon. 

May was the top month with three 
entrants while March, June, July and 
September had two each and one 
each for February, August and Octo
ber. 

The biggest bass was all-pound, 
seven-ounce fish from Lake Secession 
caught in March on a minnow. 

The contest is in charge of Herb 
Johnson, outdoor editor. 
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House Speaker Solomon Blatt congratulates Poet Laureate Archibald Rutledge as a portrait of the dis
tinguished author is unveiled in the State House. (State photo by Bud Shealy.) 

Northwest Corner 
(Continued from page 6) 

obtain valuable data on fishing suc
cess, angling methods, and species 
caught. It is hoped that such informa
tion will give the Department a bet
ter perspective of this resource. 

Beyond the maintenance of this 
valuable resource, progress can only 
be realized through expansion or im
provement of the trout program. This 
could be accomplished in several 
ways, one of which would be to im
prove the productivity of the trout 
streams. Many of the streams in the 
northwestern section of the state have 
become heavily silted resulting in 
rifHe areas and pools being covered 
with a deep layer . of soil. This de
stroys trout habitat and reduces a 
stream's capacity to produce and svs
tain a trout population. This situation 
can be improved through construc-

tion of bafHes and dams increasing 
the current and recreating pools and 
rifHes. A review of the sh·eams most 
needing this type of improvement will 
be conducted and a report submitted 
recommending a program to be ini
tiaated in the near future. 

It is hoped that with the comple
tion of these projects definite pro
posals can be made for future man
agement, based on sound knowledge 
of the needs of this area. 

It seems evident that through close 
cooperation between the fishermen 
and the Deparhnent, our fishery re
sources can be maintained and pre
served. 

---SCWRC:-----'-

If your spoons, shiners or squid 
blocks get dull looking, vinegar. and 
salt will brighten them. This is one 
of the best home remedies. 
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Walleye 
(Continued from page 5) 

to fingerling size before stocking in 
order to increase survival. 

We are hopeful that the walleye 
can be used to establish a second 
story fishery in our deep reservoirs 
and from the apparently thriving 
population in the Tugaloo River sec
tion of Hartwell Lake and to a lesser 
extent in the rest of the lake, it seems 
very possible. At least our experi
ments thus far with this hardy and 
tasty game fish have encouraged us 
to repeat our egg gathering and 
rearing program with more know 
how and better equipment and a 
surer promise of success. 

The world record walleye weighed 
over 22 pounds but the largest caught 
during our egg-collecting work on 
the Tugaloo weighed only five and a 
half pounds, although Georgia has 
caught some over eight pounds. It 

Here's the holding pen for the walleyes where they were held until ripe for milking, after which they 
were returned to the water. 

must be remembered, however, that 
the fish from both states are compar-

atively young and larger fish should 
be caught in future years. 

Golden Passport Sales Show Increase 
Sales of the $7 Golden Passport to certain federal 

areas-7,000 over the entire United States-show a big 
increas.e over last year with sales through April 30 total
ling $189,000, compared with $46,000 on the same date 
last year. 

Secretary of Interior Stewart L. Udall says, "The reports 
;we have received indicate that the American people are 
~howing a heart-warming understanding of the need to 
promote the Land and Water Conservation Fund. All 
the money in that fund is earmarked for states in the 
form of matching grants for outdoor recreation planning, 
acquisition and development, and for new Federal recrea
tion lands and waters." 

Although this revenue is deposited in the U. S. Treasury, 
60% is returned to the states, and subsequently a portion 
to political subdivisions, in the form of matching funds 
for the planning, acquisition and development of public 
outdoor recreation areas. 

As state liaison agency, the Wildlife Department is co
ordinating the sale of the $7 permits in South Carolina. 

Following is the schedule for South Carolina, which 
we will print as received rather than attempt to interpret: 
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Period of 
Designated Area Fee Collection 

Forest Service 
Sumter N.F. 

Cherry Hill .. . .5/28-9/ 5 
Woods Ferry" .. 

Corps of Engineers 1 

Clark Hill Reservoir 2 

~odoc ...... . . . . 5/ 30-9/ 5 
Parksville Wayside 

Hartwell Reservoir 2 

Island Point . .. .. . 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and Wildlife 

Cape Romain N.W.R. ..5/ 28-9/ 5 
Carolina Sandhllls N.W.R. " 
Cheraw N.F.H. 
Orangeburg N.F.H. 

Cost of 
Annual and 30 Day Permit 

One Day Where Valid 
Permit Valid for Entry 

for Entry Auto-Person 

Yes Not Valid 
Yes 

Yes 3.00 1.50 
Yes 3.00 1.50 

Yes 3.00 1.50 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Not Valid 

o User fees are charged when a special service such as a group picnic 
site, a duck blind or a bathhouse is used. For information on specific 
user fees, inquiry should be made of the managing agency. 

1 Fees charged at Corps of Engineers operated recreation sites except 
overlook areas. Recreation areas under lease, contract or license to Federal 
agencies, non-federal agencies and to concessioners are not involved. 

2 User fees will be charged in special cases only. 
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Wild Turkey 
(Continued from page 3) 

Abundance and Distribution. At 'one 
time, wild turkeys could be found over 
the entire state, but persistent hunt
ing pressure and reduction of suitable 
habitat reduced the flocks to the Low 
Country. The Wildlife Resources De
partment, in cooperation with the V. 
S. Forest Service and certain paper 
and . power companies, d eve lop e d 
game management areas in the Pied
mont for the restoration of game spe
cies. Turkeys were trapped from the 
Low Country and released in the 
Piedmont, and have done so well that 
they are constantly increasing in num
bers and now offer excellent hunting 
in areas where there were no turkeys 
as recently as 10-14 years ago. There 
are an estimated 25,000 wild turkeys 
in South Carolina at the present. In 
the area represented by slanted cross
hatching on the distribution map, 
there are small scattered flocks of 
turkeys along river and creek bot
toms, but not in sufficient numbers or 
concentrations to show on the map. 
The outlines shown on the turkey dis
tribution map should be accepted as 
be~g only the approximate bounda
ries, since ranges are subject to 
change. 

Davis, H. E. The American Wild Turkey. 
Kingsport: Kingsport Press, Inc., 1949. 

rrrm1 Established native 
ULlJLlllJ populo tions 

~Relntroduced populations 

~ Occasional s mall local 
~ popula tions 

This population mlp is based upon the reports of biologists of the Department. The turkeys are actually 
more plentiful in some of the upstate areas where they have been stocked than in the Low Country. 

Everett, Fred. 
Harrisburg: 
1954. 

Fun with Game BinLs. 
The Stackpole Company, 

Leopold, Aldo. Game Management. New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1933. 

Mosby, Henry S. "The Present Status and 
the Future Outlook of the Eastern and 

The prarie dog has one of the most 
elaborate homes devised by any Amer
ican mammal. 

Florida Wild Turkeys." Transactions of 
the Fourteenth North American Wildlife 
Conference, 1949. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. "General Status of the 
Wild Turkey and its Management in the 
United States." National Wild Turkey 
Symposium, 1959. 

Gray squirrels do not reach full size 
until two years old, but many mate 
when they are only a year old. 

The differences between a wild gobbler (left) and a domestic bird are clearly shown in this drawing . (Drawing by Wallace Hughes in Florida Wildlife.) 
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Although these are lilies of the pond and not of the field the words of the Psalmist would still apply. (Photo by Brown.) 



r-tr'. A. T. Wilson# ;Jr. 
Box 94 
Batesburg, S. C. 29006 

Ambitious anglers w;lIing to do a little walking for some good fishing regularly catch stripers, trout and other game fish in this stretch of the Saluda 
river a few mil es northwest of Columbia. (Photo by Spinks. ) 


